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SUBJECT: RESIGNATION OF RFE ACTING DIRECTOR 

1 . RFE/RL EXECUTIVE VICE PREIDENT SCOTT AND ACTING DIREC- 
TOR COOK HAVE INDICATED TO CONGEN SEPARATELY AND IN CONFI- 
DENCE THAT COOK HAS RESIGNED EFFECTIVE MARCH 5 OR 6. 

2. COOK'S RESIGNATION WAS TRIGGERED BY HEATED ARGUMENT HE 
HAD WITH RFE DIRECTOR-DESIGNATE HEMSING FEBRUARY 14 CON- 
CERNING FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS REGARDING RFE'S MISSION AND 
RELATIONSHIP TO EASTERN EUROPEAN AUDIENCES AND REGIMES. 
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3. HEMSING IS NOW SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE IN MUNICH MARCH 7 
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AND BEGIN WORK MARCH 8. COOK HAS BEEN SUPERVISING ALL RFE 
BROADCASTING DEPARTMENT VIRTUALLY ALONE SINCE RALPH WALTER'S 
TRANSFER LAST FALL. WITHOUT COOK, HEMSING, WHO IS NOT RPT 
NOT YET EXPERIENCED IN EASTERN EUROPEAN AFFAIRS, WILL 
PRESUMABLY BE COMPELLED TO RELY INITIALLY ON SOMEONE FROM 
RFE RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS DEPARTMENT AS HIS ASSISTANT. 
OTHERWISE HEMSING WILL FACE VERY DIFFICULT TRANSITION 
PERIOD. 

4. PRESENT INDICATIONS ARE THAT COOK, WHO IS LOYAL TO 
THE INSTITUTION RFE, IS SEEKING TO AVOID PUBLICITY, WHICH 
MIGHT AFFECT RADIO ADVERSELY. ALTHOUGH RFE WOULD PREFER 
TO REFRAIN FROM EARLY PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS OF COOK'S DECI- 
SION, RUMOR OF IT IS SPREADING THROUGHOUT RFE AND MAY 
REACH THE PRESS IN SHORT ORDER.PETERSON 
UNQUOTE INGERSOLL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PERSONNEL RESIGNATIONS, RADIO BROADCASTING 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 17 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE038088 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: EUR/EE:TEDEAL/RN 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760059-0641 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760242/aaaabkvc.tel 

Line Count: 77 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 APR 2004 by woolflhd>; APPROVED <18 AUG 2004 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: RESIGNATION OF RFE ACTING DIRECTOR 
TAGS: PFOR, SOPN, RFE, (COOK) 

To: WARSAW 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



